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Transition Research*Transition Research*

nn National Center for Early Development and National Center for Early Development and 
Learning (NCEDL) conducted a national Learning (NCEDL) conducted a national 
survey of 3,600 kindergarten teachers.survey of 3,600 kindergarten teachers.

nn NCEDL found that teachers report that 48% NCEDL found that teachers report that 48% 
of children have moderate or severe of children have moderate or severe 
problems with transitions.problems with transitions.

* SERVE Regional Educational Laboratory * SERVE Regional Educational Laboratory 
2009http://www.serve.org/TT/Terrific_Transitions_%2030%20minute_2009http://www.serve.org/TT/Terrific_Transitions_%2030%20minute_%20reduced_%20size.ppt%20reduced_%20size.ppt



Transition ResearchTransition Research

Percentage of teachers reporting the majority of Percentage of teachers reporting the majority of 
their students enter kindergarten with needs:their students enter kindergarten with needs:
–– Following directions  Following directions  46%46%
–– Academic skills Academic skills 36%36%
–– Home Environment Home Environment 35%35%
–– Working independently Working independently 34%34%
–– Working in a group Working in a group 30%30%
–– Immaturity  Immaturity  20%20%
–– Communication  Communication  14%14%



Transition ResearchTransition Research

Teachers reported barriers to improving Teachers reported barriers to improving 
transitions:transitions:
56% class lists generated too late56% class lists generated too late
47% summer work was not supported by salary47% summer work was not supported by salary
43% no transition plans available43% no transition plans available
37% takes too much time to conduct and plan activities37% takes too much time to conduct and plan activities
33% it is dangerous to conduct home visits33% it is dangerous to conduct home visits
32% parents don32% parents don’’t bring children to registration or open t bring children to registration or open 
househouse
27% couldn27% couldn’’t reach parentst reach parents
25% parents were not interested25% parents were not interested



Transitions = Transitions = 
School ReadinessSchool Readiness

National Educational Goals PanelNational Educational Goals Panel
–– Ready Children Ready Children 
–– Ready SchoolsReady Schools
–– Ready CommunitiesReady Communities



First 5 El Dorado: First 5 El Dorado: 
Commission VisionCommission Vision

““The people of El Dorado County will The people of El Dorado County will 
promote nurturing, stable and loving family promote nurturing, stable and loving family 
environments so that all children enter environments so that all children enter 
school physically and emotionally, ready to school physically and emotionally, ready to 
learn.learn.””



First 5 El Dorado: First 5 El Dorado: 
Strategic PlanStrategic Plan



TransitionsTransitions

nn LeadershipLeadership
nn School Readiness Transition StrategiesSchool Readiness Transition Strategies

1.1. ChildChild
2.2. SchoolSchool
3.3. CommunityCommunity

nn Emerging IssuesEmerging Issues



LeadershipLeadership

Partners:Partners:
nn School Readiness CommitteeSchool Readiness Committee
nn Superintendent of SchoolsSuperintendent of Schools
nn SuperintendentSuperintendent’’s Councils Council

Strategies:Strategies:
nn Countywide visionCountywide vision
nn Regular meetingsRegular meetings
nn Broad community supportBroad community support



Ready ChildrenReady Children

Strategies:Strategies:
nn Agreed definition of Agreed definition of ““ReadinessReadiness””
nn School Readiness Brochures and Video School Readiness Brochures and Video 

(English/Spanish)(English/Spanish)
nn School Readiness ProtocolsSchool Readiness Protocols

–– PrePre--K Observation FormsK Observation Forms
–– ECE Transition FormsECE Transition Forms
–– Parent ForumsParent Forums
–– ECE/Kinder meetingsECE/Kinder meetings



Ready ChildrenReady Children



Ready ChildrenReady Children



Ready ChildrenReady Children

Next Steps:Next Steps:
Together We GrowTogether We Grow

–– Child Development SpecialistsChild Development Specialists
–– Use of Ages and Stages Questionnaires/Use of Ages and Stages Questionnaires/

Social Emotional (ASQ:SE) Social Emotional (ASQ:SE) 
–– Use as part of Use as part of ““kindergarten roundkindergarten round--upup””
–– Provides opportunity to work with families prior to Provides opportunity to work with families prior to 

kindergarten entrykindergarten entry



Ready SchoolsReady Schools

Strategies:Strategies:
nn School Readiness Transition Plans for each School Readiness Transition Plans for each 

elementary schoolelementary school
nn Early Childhood Educators and Kindergarten Leads Early Childhood Educators and Kindergarten Leads 

for each elementary schoolfor each elementary school



Ready SchoolsReady Schools



Ready SchoolsReady Schools

Next Steps:Next Steps:
nn Refine the template for successful strategies in school Refine the template for successful strategies in school 

readiness transition plansreadiness transition plans
nn ReRe--evaluate the use of stipends in professional evaluate the use of stipends in professional 

development.development.



Ready CommunitiesReady Communities

Strategy:Strategy:
Articulation MeetingsArticulation Meetings
nn Facilitated by County Office of Education in fall and Facilitated by County Office of Education in fall and 

springspring
nn Includes kindergarten teachers, early childhood staff Includes kindergarten teachers, early childhood staff 

and administratorsand administrators
nn Offer networking and professional development Offer networking and professional development 

opportunitiesopportunities



Ready CommunitiesReady Communities

Next Steps:Next Steps:
High 5 for QualityHigh 5 for Quality
nn Provides incentives for high quality early childhood Provides incentives for high quality early childhood 

environmentsenvironments
nn Incorporates key activities from CARES Program: Incorporates key activities from CARES Program: 

educational scholarships, mentors,  professional educational scholarships, mentors,  professional 
development opportunitiesdevelopment opportunities



Emerging IssuesEmerging Issues

Strengths:Strengths:
nn ECE/K Leads model helps to build local leadershipECE/K Leads model helps to build local leadership
nn Geographic representation of ECE/K Leads and Geographic representation of ECE/K Leads and 

transition planstransition plans
nn Inclusion of kindergarten teachersInclusion of kindergarten teachers
nn SemiSemi--Annual articulation meetingsAnnual articulation meetings
nn Second year is better (2008Second year is better (2008--09)09)

Challenges:Challenges:
nn ECE/K Leads are unclear in their objectives and rolesECE/K Leads are unclear in their objectives and roles
nn Balance of power between ECE/K LeadsBalance of power between ECE/K Leads
nn Communication Communication 



Emerging IssuesEmerging Issues

Recommendations:Recommendations:
nn Continue Leadership as a countywide objective with Continue Leadership as a countywide objective with 

additional strategies for communication and ECE/K additional strategies for communication and ECE/K 
Leads.Leads.

nn Continue SemiContinue Semi--Annual Articulation meetings as the Annual Articulation meetings as the 
primary strategy for professional development.primary strategy for professional development.



WhatWhat’’s Nexts Next

How does the work in El Dorado County How does the work in El Dorado County 
Translate to Yolo County?Translate to Yolo County?
–– Who are your transition leaders?Who are your transition leaders?
–– Which transition strategies are most successful?Which transition strategies are most successful?
–– What new strategies would you like to try?What new strategies would you like to try?
–– How will you communicate and how often?How will you communicate and how often?



Transition PlanningTransition Planning

For more information:For more information:
First 5 El Dorado First 5 El Dorado 

www.first5eldorado.orgwww.first5eldorado.org
www.high5forquality.ning.orgwww.high5forquality.ning.org

Kathi WalkerKathi Walker
530530--672672--9063 or 9063 or kwalker@pacbell.netkwalker@pacbell.net

http://www.first5eldorado.org/
http://www.high5forquality.ning.org/
mailto:kwalker@pacbell.net
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